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Ruth Naomi Floyd, 'Frederick Douglass Jazz 

Works,' and our need for free critical artists 

By Chaz Howard • August 2, 2018 

A free black wo1nan. Free like Philly. Free like iinprovised jazz. 

Free like Frederick Douglass. 

She sings fire. Yesterday, now and the fire next ti1ne. 

Fire that wanns, illumines and carefully burns. 

A free black wo1nan siI1ging of a free black 1nai1 now 200 years old. 

1his is Ruth Nao1ni Floyd. 

And this is Frederick Douglass: 
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